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A Revision of the Japanese Spiders of the Genus 
Araniella (Araneae: Araneidae) 

Akio Tamkawa 1 ' 


mm* 


H a 'V # 


Abstract Japanese spiders of the genus Araniella Chamberlin et Ivie, 1942 are 
revised. Two species of the genus are recognized from the country. One of these 
is described as a new species under the name Araniella yaginumai sp. nov., and the 
other is identified with Araniella displicata (Hentz, 1847). 


The Japanese spider of the Genus Araniella Chamberlin et Ivie, 1942 has been 
wrongly identified with Araneus westringi (Thorell, 1856) [ — Araniella displicata 
(Hentz, 1847): Yaginuma, 1938], Araneus displicatus (Hentz, 1847) [Yaginuma, 
1960; Shinkai & Takano, 1984], or Araneus cucurbitinus Clerck, 1757 [Yaginuma, 
I960]. Matsuda (1985) pointed out that the feature of the male palp of the species 
did not agree with the illustrations of those of Araneus displicatus and A. cucurbitinus 
made by Locket and Millidge (1953). Yaginuma (1985) agreed with her opinion 
and treated it as Araniella sp. A. On the other hand, Mr. Y. Chikuni found another 
species of the genus from Nagano Prefecture, Japan. Yaginuma (1985) treated 
it as Araniella sp. B. 

After an examination of various specimens, I recognized two species of the 
genus occurring in Japan. They are identical with Yaginuma’s Araniella sp. A and 
B. Further examination revealed that Araniella sp. A is new to science, and it will 
be described in this paper. As for Araniella sp. B, I came to the conclusion that it 
is identical with Araniella displicata (Hentz, 1847). It will be redescribed in the 
present paper. 

All the type specimens designated in this paper are deposited in the collection 
of National Science Museum (Natural History), Tokyo. 

Before going further, I wish to express my hearty thanks to the late Dr. Takeo 
Yaginuma, Osaka, for valuable information. I am deeply indebted to Dr. Hirotsugu 
Ono, National Science Museum (Natural History), Tokyo, for his constant guidance 
and revising the manuscript of this paper, and to Dr. Herbert W. Levi, Museum of 
Comparative Zoology, Harvard University for loaning valuable specimens. My 
sincere thanks are also due to Dr. Takahide Kamura, Otemon Gakuin University, 
Dr. Nobuo Tsurusaki, Tottori University, Ms. Sachiko Tazoe, Yokohama, Mr. 
Ken-ichi Kumada, Mie, Mr. Takehisa Hiramatsu, Saitama, Mr. Mitsuru Ban, 
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Kawasaki, and Mr. Tomoyuki Kimura, Kawasaki, for their offering various speci¬ 
mens used in this study. 

Following abbreviations are used in this paper: MCZ, Museum of Compara¬ 
tive Zoology, Harvard University; NSMT, National Science Museum (Natural 
History), Tokyo. 


Genus Araniella Chamberlin et Ivie, 1942 

Araniella Chamberlin et Ivie, 1942, p. 76 (type species: Epeira displicata Hentz, 1847). -Levi, 

1974, p. 292.- Levy, 1987, p. 243. 

Diagnosis. Araniella can be separated from Araneus and Neoscona by the 
following features. Abdomen has no folium pattern, but has paired black spots. 
The patella of the male palp has three macrosetae. The median apophysis of the 
male palp is hook-shaped. 

Description. Carapace longer than wide. Median ocular area longer than 
wide, wider in front than behind. Chelicera with 3-4 promarginal and 3 retro- 
marginal teeth. Labium wider than long. Sternum longer than wide. Patella of 
the male palp with three macrosetae. Median apophysis of the male palp hook¬ 
shaped. Abdomen longer than wide, usually with paired black spots. Epigynum 
with wrinkled scape. 

Species. Including a new species described in this paper, nine species are 
known under this genus. Of these, A. displicata (Hentz, 1847) occurs in the 
Holarctic region. Remaining eight species occur in the Palaearctic region. Two 
species are known from Japan. 

Key to the Japanese Species 


1. Female ..2, 

— Male . 3, 


2. Scape of epigynum wider than long (Figs. 8-9). 

. Araniella yaginumai sp. nov. 

— Scape of epigynum longer than wide (Fig. 14) . 

.. Araniella displicata (Hentz, 1847). 

3. Conductor of palp with two large knife-shaped appendixes (Figs. 5-6). 

. Araniella yaginumai sp. nov. 

— Conductor without such appendix (Figs. 12-13) . 

. Araniella displicata (Hentz, 1847). 


Araniella yaginumai sp. nov. 

(Figs. 1-9) 

Araneus westringi: Yaginuma, 1938, p. 8 [nec A. westringi (Thorell, 1856)]. 

Araneus cucurbitinus: Yaginuma, 1960, p. 55, pi. 20, fig. 122; 1970, p. 656; 1977, p. 385 [nec A. 
cucurbitinus Clerck, 1758]. 

Araneus displicatus : Yaginuma, 1960, p. 55. pi. 20, fig. 123; 1970, p. 656; 1977, p. 385 [nec A. 
displicatus (Hentz, 1847)]. 

Araniella sp.: Matsuda, 1984, p. 30.- Yaginuma et at., 1990, p. 258. 
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Fig. 1. Araniella yaginumai sp. nov., female on a wheat head. 


Araniella sp. A: Yaginuma, 1985, p. 128; 1986, p. 102, fig. 54, pi. 24, fig. 7.-Chikuni, 1989, pp. 

69, 208, fig. 25. 

Specimens examined. Type series. Holotype: cd, Ashiu, Miyama-cho, Kita- 
kuwata-gun, Kyoto Pref., 27-V-1979, T. Kamura leg. (NSMT-Ar 3230). 
Paratypes: led, Shihorokogen-doro, Kamishihoro-cho, Hokkaido, 24-VI-1990, M. 
Matsuda leg. (NSMT-Ar 3231); Id 7 ', Nukabira, Kamishihoro-cho, Hokkaido, 15- 
VI-1985, M. Matsuda leg. (NSMT-Ar 3232); 1?, Katashina-mura, Tone-gun, 
Gunma Pref., 3-5-VII-1982, A. Tanikawa leg. (NSMT-Ar 3233); 1£, Fudakake, 
Tanzawa, Kanagawa Pref., 17-VI-1990, A. Tanikawa leg. (NSMT-Ar 3234); Id 7 ', 
Mt. Koboyama, Hadano-shi, Kanagawa Pref., 3-V-1983, A. Tanikawa leg. 
(NSMT-Ar 3235); 1?, 8-VII-1982, 1?, 29-Y-1982, Mt. Taikoyama, Yasaka-cho, 
Takeno-gun, Kyoto Pref., T. Kamura leg. (NSMT-Ar 3236-3237); Id 7 ', Ashiu, 
Miyama-cho, Kitakuwata-gun, Kyoto Pref., 25-V-1980, T. Kamura leg. (NSMT-Ar 
3238); 1?, Aou, Otoyo-cho, Nagaoka-gun, Kochi Pref., 30-IV-1994, T. Hiramatsu 
leg. (NSMT-Ar 3239). 

Other specimens examined, led', Oniwaki, Rishiri-cho, Rishiri-gun, Hokkaido, 
12-VII-1990, K. Kumada, leg.; 229, Shari-cho, Shari-gun, Hokkaido, 10-VIII- 
1992, S. Tazoe leg.; 3??, Lake Akanko, Akan-gun, Hokkaido, 12-VIII-1992, S. 
Tazoe leg.; 1?, Tsurugaoka, Kushiro-shi, Hokkaido, 15-VII-1977, K. Kumada 
leg.; led, 17-VI-1985, l¥led, 13—VI—1986, Mt. Monbetsuyama, Monbetsu-shi, 
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Hokkaido, N. Tsurusaki leg.; 4c?c?l¥, 15-VI-1985, 2££, 3-VII-1985, Nukabira, 
Kamishihoro-cho, Kato-gun, Hokkaido, 15-VI-1985, M. Matsuda leg.; Ied2?£, 
Higashi-oribe, Kamishihoro-cho, Kato-gun, Hokkaido, 10-VII-1993, M. Matsuda 
leg.; 1?, Lake Hatoriko, Iwase-gun, Fukushima Pref., 24-VI-1990, A. Tanikawa 
leg.; 1?, Okizawa, Shirakawa-shi, Fukushima Pref., 24-VI-1990, A. Tanikawa 
leg.; 4¥¥, 3—5—VII—1981, lcdl¥, 2-YIII-1987, Katashina-mura, Tone-gun, Gunma 
Pref. A. Tanikawa leg.; 1?, same place, 3-YIII-1985, Y. Hori leg., 1¥, Kotokuji, 
Itsukaichi-shi, Tokyo, 15-YII-1985, K. Kumada leg.; 1?, Kotakuji, Isehara-shi, 
Kanagawa Pref., 9-YII-1979, K. Kumada leg.; Id 7 ', Mt. Koboyama, Hadano-shi, 
Kanagawa Pref., 3-Y-1983, A. Tanikawa leg.; Id 7 ', Lake Ashinoko, Ashigarashimo- 
gun, Kanagawa Pref., M. Ban leg.; 1?, 28-YII-1980, 1?, 29-YII-1980, 2??, 2- 
YIII-1981, 1¥, 23-YII-1988, Sugadaira, Chisagata-gun, Nagano Pref., A. Tanikawa 
leg.; 1¥, same place, 28-YII-1980, T. Ueno leg.; 1¥, same place, 23-YII-1984, Y. 
Hori leg.; 1?, Mt. Nekodake, Chisagata-gun, Nagano Pref., 22-YII-1984, Y. Hori 
leg.; ld\ Yunomaru, Chisagata-gun, Nagano Pref., 6-YIII-1983, A. Tanikawa leg.; 
1?, same place, 7-VIII-1983, K. Sato leg.; l<j% Enrei-kogen, Shiojiri-shi, Nagano 
Pref., 5-VI-1986, K. Kumada leg.; lc?', Kamikochi, Minamiazumi-gun, Nagano 
Pref., 2-VIII-1991, S. Tazoe leg.; led, 27-V-1979, led2¥¥, 24-Y-1981, Ashiu, 
Miyama-cho, Kitakuwata-gun, Kyoto Pref., T. Kamura leg.; 1?, Sasari, Miyama- 



Figs. 2-4. Araniella yaginumai sp. nov.-2. Female, dorsal view (paratype, NSMT-Ar 

3237). 5. Male, dorsal view (paratype, NSMT-Ar 3238). 4. Male abdomen, dorsal 
view (holotype, NSMT-Ar 3230). (Scales: 0.25 mm.) 
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cho, Kitakuwata-gun, Kyoto Pref., 26-V-1980, T. Kamura leg.; 1 d\ Hirogawara, 
Sakyo-ku, Kyoto-shi, Kyoto Pref., 25-Y-1981, T. Kamura leg.; 1¥, Mt. Taikoyama, 
Yasaka-cho, Takeno-gun, Kyoto Pref., 28-V-1982, T. Kamura leg.; 1?, Segawa, 
Mino-shi, Osaka Pref., 8-V-1977, T. Kamura leg.; ld\ Otoyo-cho, Nagaoka-gun, 
Kochi Pref., l-V-1994, T. Hiramatsu leg. 

Description [based on the & holotype and 1 ¥ paratype from Kyoto (NSMT- 
Ar 3237); variations are given in the parentheses]. Measurement (in mm). Total 
length & 5.00 (4.10-5.36), ? 6.37 (4.89-7.92); carapace length o 7 ' 2.41 (2.16-2.50), 
¥ 2.66 (2.37-2.83); width c? 1.96 (1.80-2.05), ? 2.01 (1.96-2.20); abdomen lengths 
2.74 (2.13-3.00), £ 4.30 (2.97-5.88), width d 7 * 1.93 (1.64-2.40), ? 3.28 (2.10-4.88). 
Length of legs of the holotype d 7 ' and paratype 1 ¥ from Kyoto (NSMT-Ar 3237) 
as shown in Table 1. 


Table 1. Measurement of leg segments of Araniella yaginumai sp. nov. (in mm; dV50- 


Leg 

Tarsus 

Metatarsus 

Tibia 

Patella 

Femur 

Total 

I 

0.64/0.70 

1.63/1.71 

1.75/1.60 

1.05/1.06 

2.31/2.07 

7.38/7.14 

II 

0.70/0.69 

1.70/1.60 

1.45/1.43 

0.98/1.00 

2.20/2.00 

7.03/6.72 

III 

0.60/0.56 

1.15/1.01 

0.95/0.87 

0.65/0.73 

1.68/1.44 

5.03/4.61 

IV 

0.63/0.61 

1.78/1.61 

1.50/1.42 

0.80/0.91 

2.18/1.93 

6.89/6.49 


Male. Carapace length/width 1.23 (1.18-1.23), median ocular area length/ 
width 1.07 (1.07-1.19), anterior width / posterior width 1.10(1.00-1.11). Chelicera 
with 3 (3-4) promarginal and 3 retromarginal teeth. Labium length/width 0.67 
(0.46-0.69); sternum length / width 1.20 (1.12-1.23). Length of leg I / carapace 3.06 
(2.87-3.19). Male palp: Conductor with two large knife-shaped appendixes (Fig. 
5) (shape somewhat varied, as in Fig. 6). Abdomen length / width 1.42 (1.25-1.42). 

Female. Carapace length / width 1.32 (1.21-1.36), median ocular area length / 
width 1.09 (1.06-1.13), anterior width / posterior width 1.02 (1.02-1.14). Chelicera 
with 4 promarginal and 3 retromarginal teeth. Labium length/width 0.69 (0.58- 
0.69); sternum length / width 1.15 (1.10-1.15). Length of leg I / carapace 2.68 (2.68- 
2.96). Abdomen length/width 1.31 (1.20-1.41). Female genitalia (Figs. 7-9): 
Scape of epigynum much wrinkled, wider than long. 

Coloration and markings in alcohol. Male: Carapace pale brown, thoracic 
part marginated with dark brown (sometimes not marginated). Legs: 1st 
trochanter, 2nd patella, femur and trochanter, 3rd trochanter, 4th trochanter and 
distal half of 4th femur dark brown (sometimes distal half of 3rd femur also dark 
brown); other parts pale brown. Abdomen pale yellow, with 3 (2-4) pairs of black 
spots (sometimes uneven number) and indistinct V-shaped dark colored marking 
(Fig. 4) (rarely not, as in Fig. 3). 

Female: Carapace pale brown. Legs pale brown, distal end of each segment 
darkened (rarely not darkened). Abdomen pale yellow with 3 (1-4) pairs of black 
spots (Fig. 2) (sometimes uneven number). 

Range. Japan (Hokkaido, Honshu, Shikoku). 

Remarks. This new species can be easily distinguished from the other species 
of the genus by the shape of the male palp. The diagnostic character is the con- 



56 


A. Tanikawa 



Figs. 5-9. Araniella yaginumai sp. nov.-5. Male palp, mesal view (holotype, NSMT- 

Ar 3230). 6. Same (paratype, NSMT-Ar 3232). 7. Epigynum, posterior view 
(paratype, NSMT-Ar 3237). 8. Epigynum, ventral view (paratype, NSMT-Ar 3236). 

9. Same (paratype, NSMT-Ar 3233). (Scales: 0.25 mm.) 

ductor which has two large knife-shaped appendixes (Figs. 5-6). 

Etymology. This species is dedicated to the late Dr. Takeo Yaginuma, Osaka. 


Araniella displicata (Hentz, 1847) 

(Figs. 10-16) 

Epeira displicata Hentz, 1847, p. 476, pi. 31, fig. 17 (types from Alabama, destroyed). 
Aranea displicata : Wiehle, 1931, p. 109, figs. 167-170. 
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Araniella displicata : Chamberlin & Ivie, 1942, p. 76.- Levi, 1974, p. 294.- Blanke, 1982, p. 

287, figs. 1-2.- Roberts, 1985, p. 216, fig. 97e. 

Araneus displicatus : Locket & Millidge, 1953, p. 149, figs. 96B, 97C, 99C, 100C, E. 

Araniella sp. B: Yaginuma, 1985, p. 128, figs. 6C-D.- Chikuni, 1989, pp. 69, 208, fig. 26. 

Further literature see Levi (1974). 

Specimens examined. JAPAN: 1 ¥, Maruyama, Kamishihoro-cho, Kato-gun, 
Hokkaido, 24-25-VIII-1991, M. Kawabe leg.; 1¥, Nukabira, Kamishihoro-cho, 
Kato-gun, Hokkaido, 7-YII-1988, M. Matsuda leg.; 2??, Katashina-mura, Tone- 
gun, Gunma Pref., 2-VIII-1987, A. Tanikawa leg.; 1?, Sugadaira, Chisagata-gun, 
Nagano Pref., 27-VII-1980, M. Mori leg.; 1£, same place, 28-VII-1980, A. 
Uyemura leg.; 2??, 2-VIII-1981, 2??, 24-YII-1988 (NSMT-Ar 3240), ld\ 23- 
YII-1988 (NSMT-Ar 3241), ltf, 26-YII-1988 (NSMT-Ar 3242), same place, A. 
Tanikawa leg.; 2??, 25-YII-1988 (NSMT-Ar 3243), 1?, 22-YII-1984 (NSMT-Ar 
3244), Mt. Nekodake, Chisagata-gun, Nagano Pref., A. Tanikawa leg. 

CANADA: 1?, Yoho Lake, British Columbia, 5-YIII-1989, A. Tanikawa 
leg. 

U.S.A.: 1?, 14-YI-1982, 1?, 17-YI-1982, ld\ 20-YII-1982, Call Creek, 



Figs. 10-11. Araniella displicata (Hentz, 1847).-10. Female, dorsal view (NSMT-Ar 

3240). 11. Male carapace and abdomen, dorsal view (NSMT-Ar 3221). (Scales: 
0.25 mm.) 
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Malheur Natl. Forest, Oregon, Fichter & MoLDENKEleg. (MCZ); 3c?c?2¥?, Picnic 
area near Kitt Peak Observatory, Baboqulvari Mts., Pima Co., Arizona, 20-VI- 
1985, W. Maddison leg. (MCZ). 

Description (based on Japanese specimens). Measurement (in mm). Body 
legth c? 4.30-4.40, ¥ 5.83-7.42; carapace length & 2.11-2.20, £ 2.30-3.08, width 



Figs. 12-16. Araniella displicata (Hentz, 1847).-12. Male palp, mesal view (NSMT-Ar 

3241). 13. Same, from a little different angle. 14. Epigynum with scape, ventral view 
(NSMT-Ar 3240). 15. Epigynum, scape torn off, ventral view (NSMT-Ar 3244). 
16. Epigynum with scape, posterior view (NSMT-Ar 3243). (Scales: 0.25 mm.) 
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Table 2. Measurement of leg segments of Araniella displicata (Hentz, 1847) (in mm; <5V¥)• 


Leg 

Tarsus 

Metatarsus 

Tibia 

Patella 

Femur 

Total 

I 

0.63/0.70 

1.50/1.75 

1.65/1.60 

0.98/1.04 

2.20/2.10 

6.96/7.18 

II 

0.66/0.70 

1.56/1.58 

1.35/1.40 

0.85/0.95 

2.10/2.03 

6.52/6.66 

III 

0.60/0.58 

1.05/1.03 

0.89/0.85 

0.63/0.73 

1.55/1.45 

4.72/4.64 

IV 

0.63/0.64 

1.63/1.65 

1.40/1.40 

0.75/0.90 

2.04/2.00 

6.45/6.59 


& 1.84-1.91, £ 1.78-2.40; abdomen length & 2.18-2.40, £ 4.20-5.47, widths 1.71- 
1.73, ? 3.50-4.29. Length of legs of lc? (NSMT-Ar 3241) and 1? (NSMT-Ar 
3240) from Nagano as shown in Table 2. 

Male. Carapace length /width 1.14-1.15; median ocular area length/width 
1.08-1.10, anterior width / posterior width 1.08-1.17. Chelicera with 4 promarginal 
and 3 retromarginal teeth. Labium length / width 0.40-0.52; sternum length / width 
1.17-1.19. Length of leg I/carapace 3.09-3.16. Male palp as shown in Figs. 12- 
13. Abdomen length/width 1.27-1.39. 

Female. Carapace length/ width 1.22-1.30, median ocular area length/ width 
1.06-1.14, anterior width / posterior width 1.05-1.15. Chelicera with 4 promarginal 
and 3 retromarginal teeth. Labium length/ width 0.59-0.66; sternum length/ width 
1.07-1.16. Length of leg I / carapace 2.54-3.03. Abdomen length/width 1.19- 
1.32. Female genitalia (Figs. 14-16): Scape of epigynum wrinkled, longer than 
wide. 

Coloration and markings in alcohol. Male. Carapace pale brown, thoracic 
part marginated with dark brown (Fig. 11). Legs pale brown, each segment 
darkened distally. Abdomen pale yellow, with 3 pairs of black spots and indistinct 
Y-shaped dark colored marking (Fig. 11). 

Female. Carapace, legs pale brown. Abdomen pale yellow with 2-4 pairs of 
black spots (Fig. 10). 

Range. Holarctic. 


Araniella A V A '>dr - LfcMH, 2 

ISIS Lfc. CO 2*^A*rS (1985) (1989) \C£^X Araniella sp. A A s y tK v' 

dr — A A L U : Araniella sp. B A '7 zK dr — A ^ O 1 8 <t $ fritz % O o tz • CO o 

O Araniella sp. A §\U tM£> bHtcO'C' Araniella yaginumai sp. 

nov. A '7 A Vdr - Lfz. £ tz, Araniella sp. B Araniella displicata 

(Hentz, 1847) b if !) ^i^dr - A-tABBS Ltz. a y A vir - ?* t O 5 ftl£ 

Lt Araniella displicata \cM $ fritz C t % <k o tzfi*, M&CO%\\&\% 

Araniella yaginumai sp. nov. \Cfc>iz%) Araniella 

yaginumai sp. nov. 0%W& 'k A V A ">dr - t LfcV\ ■£*:, Araniella displicata (Hentz, 
1847) 0%W&\C\%, (A*?3, 1985) 
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